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Commander’s Message:

Greetings! Legion Family

| have attended several County functions and
most recently the Department of New York
Convention in Niagara Falls, New York. Which
was well attended by the County staff and chairs.
My personnel “Thank You”! to those who were
able to attend. I’'m going to reintegrate parts of
my Commanders acceptance speech because
I've heard similar excerpts at the convention from
both incoming and departing Commanders. | am
asking every county post and its members to
promote and conduct the four fundamentals of
the American Legion — Veterans — Defense —
Americanism — Youth.

The American Legion is one of the largest
veteran’s organizations in the country, with
thousands of local posts across the country. It is
with this in mind that | ask everyone to work
together in supporting our wide range of activities
and programs, including advocating for veterans’
rights and benefits, continued supporting youth
programs, promoting Americanism and
patriotism, and providing community service.

To be an advocate on behalf of all veterans and
their families by lobbying for improvements in
healthcare, education, and employment
opportunities for veterans, help with VA benefits
claims, temporary financial help, and support of
the homeless veterans.

| ask you to promote the American values and
citizenship through Boys State and Girls State,
which provides Junior high school students with
an opportunity to gain experience about our
government, civic responsibilities, and
Leadership.

There is an emphasis in the “Be the One”
program with veteran suicide prevention. You can
make a difference — you know your members. If
you know of a member that is having difficulty,
have a serious discussion with them.

Commander’s Message: Continued

Get them the help that they need. “Be The One”
and “The Buddy System”, use these tools check
on those members that you haven’t heard in a
while, ask them if they need anything- food,
transportation anywhere, get their medical
supplies, run errands, cut the grass, and just
conversation, visit then when possible.

Membership — Key to the Legion’s survival, no
members, no Legion. We, as a veteran
organization, weather at the Post, County,
District, State or National need to “Brainstorm” to
attract the younger veterans. There will be an 8™
District Membership workshop at Botts Fiorito
Post #576, 53 West Main Street, LeRoy, NY
14482, at 0900 hours Saturday 03, August 2024.

At the PCC Reception, Paul Wackowski is
seated with Ted Balbierz holding the Past
County Commanders Name Plaque. Back row,
Nelson Oldfield, Bill Miskell, Jim Bojanowski,
Fred Pask, Wayne Sorrentino, Gary Wald,
Chuck Herschlag, Timothy Van Patten, Tom
Deinzer, Joe Porempski, Tony Solina, and Sue
Quirk.



Membership — VC Pat Murphy

| am working to understand all of the issues
associated with membership processing, both
through MyLegion and via paper. Please be
patient as | work thru the learning curve. Please
contact me at 716 289 4143 if questions.

Erie County Fair Veterans Day Sunday 8/11

- Free admission and a $10 voucher for all
Veterans, Auxiliary, and SAL members.

- Fairopens at 11 AM.

- Mass at Noon at the Family Entertainment
Complex by Erie County Chaplain Rev.
Michael Johnson.

- Veterans Memorial Service at 1:30 PM in
the track infield. Guest speakers are WWI|I
Veteran Dr. John Long and Medal of
Honor Recipient David Bellavia.

MC will be PDVC Jim Bojanowski.

- LCDR Cory Flament, The Commanding
Officer of the Buffalo Military Entrance
Processing Station will be conducting a
Ceremonial Swear-in for all branches of
service, Individuals participating are from
all parts of Western NY.

- US Flag Retirement Ceremony each
evening at 6:30 PM presented to a local
Veteran.

Past Erie County Commander Ted Balbierz
was presented the 2024 Public Relations
Award by the Department at the Niagara Falls
Convention for his continued efforts in the
WNY community. The presentation was made
by Editor Robert Stronach on the left, and
Department Commander Timothy Collmer on
the right.

Americanism — VC Jerry Kowalski

We love America through and through. We
believe in our flag and all that it stands for. Our
Constitution, our Pledge of Allegiance and our
way of life are all fundamental to maintaining
our freedom. The standing we have as the
greatest nation on earth. We promote and
defend these values every day in communities
across the nation. Americanism is a set of ideas
specific to the United States. Among its key
concepts are freedom, equality, individualism
and democracy. It is believed that the United
States is an exceptional nation because of
these values. The phrases...” We the People”,
“in GOD we trust”, One Nation under GOD”. |
can say that it’'s our way of life, our set of
beliefs, it's our National Character.

Special Activities — VC Howard Patton il
Thank you for your support for my election.

| have been assigned Special Activities which
includes the calendar sales. | would like to
encourage you to get your Post involved and
obtain a block of calendars for sale. The benefit
of purchasing a calendar lasts all year long.
The new calendars are out to print and will be
available for the next meeting in August 2024.
| look forward to working with all and you and
thank you again for the opportunity.

DEI Report - VC Howard Patton lli

Diversity, equity, and inclusion are basically
terminologies that refer to policies and programs
supporting the active representation of and
participation by diverse people. DEI includes
people of diverse ages, races, ethnicities,
abilities, disabilities, genders, religions, cultures,
sexual orientations, backgrounds, experiences,
and skills, among other characteristics.

Thet are three different notions that interlink to
enhance respect and fairness in an
environment. It reflects itself through initiatives
that will promote the sense of equal access,
opportunities, appointments, and belonging of
underrepresented in the American Legion.

Legionnaire of the Year — Kathleen Garvey
At our Convention, John A. Betz of Depew Post
#1528 was named 2024 Erie County
Legionnaire of the Year. It is never too early to
start looking for a candidate. Ask your
members for suggestions. The 2024 Guidelines
are on our Web page: Legionnaire of the Year
page (eriecountyal.org). There is also a sample
resume. For questions, contact
kgarvey@kgarveylaw.com or 716-635-5029.
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NYS Senator Sean Ryan inducted Legionnaire
Bruce Mayfield from Brounshidle Post #205
into the NYS Veterans Hall of Fame for all his
outstanding years of service.

Iroquois Post #1587 Color Guard participated
in the Annual Eastern Band Cherokee Pow
Wow July 4-6, 2024. Held in Cherokee, N.C.

The Gabriel A. Rodriguez Post #1928
presented the Colors at Sahlen Field for the
Buffalo Bisons Hispanic Appreciation Day.
Both the Commander and the Auxiliary
President threw out first pitches.

Pictured, (L to R) Historian - Richard Morales,
Dennis Rivera, 3rd Vice Commander Jose
Orta, Post Commander John Sanabria,
Auxiliary President Wilda Ramos Morales,
Buster Bison, Dania Tunmore, Compliance
Officer Fransico Rodriguez.
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Regular County Meetings at 7 PM

The next Regular Meeting of the Erie County
Committee will be held on Thursday 8/22 at
Alfred J. Jurek Post #1672 located at New &
Smith Rds., East Amherst, NY 14051. The Post
SAL will be serving an ltalian Sausage with
peppers and onions and sides for $10 per
person, starting at 6 PM.

Thanks go out to the 22 Posts that attended the
July County Meeting, 63, 64, 205, 362, 430,
431, 527, 607, 622, 665, 799, 838, 880, 900,
1131, 1320, 1346, 1528, 1586, 1626, 1659, &
1672. Hopefully we can see representatives
from all the 35 Posts in Erie County at the 8/22
meeting.

Please email the County Office with your
suggestions on how to improve attendance if
you currently are not attending.

Future County Meetings;

September 26, Matthew Glab #1477
October 24, Iroquois #1587

November 21, Gabriel A. Rodriguez #1928

National Convention — Saturday 8/24 thru
Thursday 8/29 in New Orleans.

Erie County Website — eriecountyal.org
Office Hours, M,W,F - 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Veteran14202@verizon.net

SUBMISSIONS
For the September
“The Legion-Air"
Due August 23
thelegionair@gmail.com




Erie County 2024 Department Niagara Falls Convention Attendees (L to R) Jim Bojanowski, Paul
Wackowski, Jerry Kowalski, Tom Deinzer, Ted Balbierz, Fred Pask, Kathleen Garvey, Rev.
Eugene Pierce, Sue Quirk, and Timothy Van Patten. Some Erie County attendees not pictured.

Saturday August 17, PCC Summer picnic at Stiglmeier Park, Shelter 2 off Losson Rd., Cheektowaga.
12 -4 PM. $10.

Sunday August 18, ALL YOU CAN EAT Pancake Breakfast at A. J. Jurek Post #1672, 655 New Rd.
Swormville, 14051. From 8 AM to 12:30 PM. Fresh, hot, buttermilk pancakes, "Egglands Best" eggs,
link & patty sausage, juice & coffee or tea. Adults $10, children under 12 $4, children > 5 free.

Saturday August 24, Gierlach Post 1320 at 50 Gates St Sloan will host a hot dog sale, along with a
basket raffle from 9 Am to 1:30 PM during the Village of Sloan’s annual yard sale.

Sunday August 25, View hundreds of cars at the annual Main St. Toy Town Car Show, sponsored by
East Aurora American Legion Post 362, the West-Herr Automotive Group, and area business. To
register, advance registration is $15, same day $20. Contact the Post , or google
carshow.ealegion362@gmail.com. Click on Gen4 in order to download a registration form. Also, stop
down to the Post within a mile of Main St. have a cocktail, and kick off your shoes and relax a bit.

Sunday September 15, Matthew Glab Post is having a Steak and Rib Dinner from 2 to 8 PM. Tickets
are $18. $10 tickets for Veterans. Buy early for limited sales, at the bar or call 716-825-3733.

South Buffalo Post #721, 136 Cazenovia, St., Buffalo. Summer cook outs every Monday through
August 26, from 5 — 7 PM. Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers, Italian Sausage (Peppers & Onions
will be available) and Boneless Chicken Breast. Stop down with your friends/family and let us do the
grilling for you. Any questions please call the post at 716-825-9557 - Mon, Wed or Fri from 2 - 7 PM.

Newell Faulkner Post #880, 2912 Legion Drive, Eden, NY 14057. Normal Hours: Tues., Wed., &
Thurs. 3to 9 PM, Fri. 11 am to 9 PM & Sat. 11:30 am to 9 PM. DINE - IN OR TAKE OUT, Tuesday
Taco Night, Wednesday 10 for $8.50 Wings special, dine in only, Thursday Steak Night, Friday Fish Fry
& Specials, Saturday Pizza & Wings and Sandwiches. www.post880.com

Matthew Glab Post #1477, 1965 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218, serving Wed and Friday 2-8
PM, Fish Fry's, Seafood, Burgers and weekly specials, Wednesday 75 cent wings, Taco's $4.00.

Francis J. Donovan Post #1626 is now the new home of Frank's Country Kitchen and Catering.
Starting September 6, the new menu will include a child menu, and monthly specials. Friday Fish Fry
dinners will be 4-9pm with live Bands from 8-11pm. Dine in or take out available, call 716-896-3346.

Send in your articles for the Legion-Air to thelegionair@gmail.com by 8/23 for the September
2024 edition. PCC Jim Bojanowski Editor




