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Commander’s Message:
Greetings!
Legionnaires, Sons of the Legion and Auxiliary

Tuesday 01, October 2024, | was a participant in
Veterans interviews at Bilingual Center School
33, 57 Elk Street, Buffalo, a 10-year program. It is
a two-part event, first with interviews of their
experiences in the military. Of note these are 8™
grade English students that are specially selected
for this veteran program. Most of the students are
of Hispanic descent, some speak fluent English,
others very little. Part 2, next month.

Sunday 06 October 2024. Attended the Mighty 8t
District Conference in Wyoming County. With
excellent representation from Erie County. Key
issues were Membership, “Be the One” program,
Education and Scholarships, Employment, Civil
Service, Oratorical, Legislation, & Legion Riders.

Friday 11 October 2024, National Commander’s
Visitation in which me, the Erie County staff and
Representatives from various County Posts were
in attendance. The Commanders’ platform was
membership and emphasis on Veteran Suicide

and the Legions’ “Be The One” program.

National Commander James A. LaCoursiere
Jr. greets Erie County Commander Paul
Wackowski at the 10/11 Dinner.

Commander’s Message: Continued
Thursday 17 October 2024, Jr. Erie County
Commander Ted Balbierz, Judge Advocate
Kathleen Garvey and | attended Depew Post
#1528 Legion meeting. Post Commander Fr.
Michael Johnson paused the meeting for a
ceremony to honor Jack Betz as Legionnaire of
the Year for 2023 — 2024, who was presented
with a cover and pin. “Congratulations”
Legionnaire Jack Betz” on your dedication and
service to your Post and the American Legions’
principles.

Sunday 20 October 2024, |, the Staff, and many
American Legion Family members attended the
2" “Octoberfest at the George Lamm Post.
Donations raised were for the 2025 Variety Club
Telethon. Thank you to all. To Ted Balbierz,
Great Job and Thank You! For chairing this event.

To all Erie County Posts, please contact me at
716 262 5345 or empirestate716@yahoo.com to
arrange for Post Visitations.

November 11 is Veterans’ Day. Please join us for
the decoration of graves at 8 AM, and the
Services at 9 AM. Also, please assist with the
retrieval of all the flags on the next day, weather
allowing. I’'m asking any Legion Family members
who are available to help with the task of
retrieving the flags at Forest Lawn Cemetery.



Veteran’s Day Services

11/11 Forest Lawn Cemetery graves decoration
at 8 AM, followed by services at 9 AM. We
schedule early to allow you plenty of time to
return to your Post if you have local services.

2024 Oktoberfest — Ted Balbierz

| would like to take this opportunity, to Thank, all
those who attended & supported this years, Erie
County American Legion Family Oktoberfest. The
weather couldn’t have been better, combined with
the Bills victory a good time was had by all!

While it was truly a team effort, | would like to
express my appreciation to the George F Lamm
Post leadership; Commander Phil & Theresa
English, Bob Bruno along with all their volunteers
who ensured the success of this year’s event,
along with Fran Roselli (for Cooking), Derek
Sansone (Setup) and Thomas & Trevor Balbierz
(provided Sound- Ziggy Zaga) from Brounshidle
Post/SAL.

Huge thanks go out to EC Auxiliary President
Cheri Hahn for supporting this year’s event and to
all those who volunteered their time and donated
Baked Good & Baskets. Working together under
the direction of Past Erie County Auxiliary
Presidents Rosemary O’Connell, Anne Baglio &
Kathy Renner we realized the benefits of their
successful Bake Sale & Basket Raffle & 50/50.
For the second year in a row, we have shown
that Erie County Legion Family Posts, Units,
Squadrons & Riders can work together
supporting the goals of our Great Organization.

| am pleased to report that we have exceeded
last year's $6000 collection and as we have five
months until the 2025 Variety Club Telethon
check presentation, would like to encourage any
Posts, Units, Squadrons and Riders who still wish
to donate to this very worthy cause, to continue to
send any additional donations payable to Erie
County American Legion; 65 Niagara Sq Rm 609,
Buffalo, NY, 14202.

| would like to thank Commander Wackowski for
continuing this program and Adjutant Bojanowski
& Finance Office Porempski, for all their support
and encouragement in continuing support of the
Variety Club of Buffalo and the Children of WNY.
Thank you all! See picture on page 4.

THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY

Membership — VC Pat Murphy

If you have questions please go to
MyLegion.com for detailed answers in the help
section. Make sure Department has your
membership chair for their records. The
Department website has all membership forms
needed and information on various awards like
new member recruiting. You can reach out to
me at murphy8693@gmail.com or 7162894143.

Americanism — VC Jerry Kowalski
Americanism is a dedication to the ideas of the
United States, that all men are created equal.
Everyone has a chance to succeed. Freedom of
speech and religion are vital to the well-being of
the nation. Americanism is the implementation
of these ideals. Taking action to ensure these
rights, even when it means that one is in the
minority. It is listening to the voices that
disagree with one’s point of view knowing that
they will have a chance to speak. Americanism
is a sense of duty that the United States will be
the best it can be. We will all work together to
make it great and keep it strong.

The outpouring of support for hurricane
Helene and Milton victims demonstrates the
felling of the people. It is showing support for
the well-being of the nation. The nation can’t be
strong if the people are not strongly concerned
for one another. Remember to VOTE!

Special Activities — VC Howard Patton il
Calendar sales have gone better than expected.
| currently have them all passed out. If you have
not sold your calendars that you have procured,
please turn them back in. | will pass them out to
others that need them. The calendars make
great Christmas gifts and/or stocking stuffers.
This is truly the gift that keeps on giving
because the calendar has a daily reward, and
you have to be in it to win it. The early bird
winner was #516, $100 drawn 10/24.

Legionnaire of the Year — Kathleen Garvey
Now is the time to consider submitting a
member of your Post for 2025 Erie County
Legionnaire of the Year. This is an excellent
way to let your members know you appreciate
what they do for the Post. The 2025 Guidelines
will be updated on the website soon,. They will
be similar to the 2024 Guidelines. Take a
minute to visit

http://www.eriecountyal.org/ Bulletin%20Board.h
tml. The deadline for submitting candidates for
Erie County Legionnaire of the Year will be in
early April 2025.



Jesse Clipper Post
430 is presenting at

Robert Neufeld for
all of his support
over the years.
Cmdr. Wackowski
is pictured with VC
Howard Patton III
with the award to
be presented in
Marvyland.

special award to Dr.

Iroquois Post 1587 Cmdr. Ron Cook Jr.
presents a check to the Tunnel to Towers
Foundation to assist their cause.

Law & Order — VC Pat Murphy

Please keep reviewing your local community to
recognize the first responders who have done a
heroic act, spent a lifetime of service, or an act of
compassion. Let’s show our appreciation to them.

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion - VC Howard
Patton lll

The American Legion has been actively
addressing DEI within the organization. They
include the following relevant topics; Commitment
to Divesity, Inclusive Policies and Programs,
Education and Awareness, Advocacy for Equity,
and Community Engagement.

Oratorical — Wayne Sorrentino

We need contestants from your local high
schools to compete in the Erie County Oratorial
Contest to be held at the Milton J Brounshidle
Post in December 2024. Please send me an
email to wayne.sorrentino868@gmail.com with
your interest and / or any questions to help these
young people achieve their goal.
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Regular County Meetings at 7 PM

The next Regular Meeting of the Erie County
Committee will be held on Thursday 11/21 at
Gabriel A. Rodriguez Post #1928 located at
261 Swan St., Buffalo, NY 14204. The Post will
be serving Hispanic Food starting at 6 PM,
donations accepted.

Thanks go out to the 17 Posts that attended the
October County Meeting at Iroquois Post
#1587. Post in attendance were; 64, 205, 430,
431, 527, 607, 622, 799, 838, 1320, 1477,
1586, 1587, 1626, 1640, 1672, & 1928.
Hopefully we can see representatives from all
the 35 Posts in Erie County at the 11/21
meeting.

Future County Meetings;

December 19, Francis J. Donovan #1626
January 30, Niagara Frontier #1041
February 27, Milton J. Brounshidle #205
We need a Post to host March 27.

Department Leadership Visitation 2/14/25 -
Ted Balbierz

The dinner will be held at the George F. Lamm
Post #622 to honor Department Commander
Keith Koster, Auxiliary President Kimberly
Quick, and Detachment Commander Gaither
Espey. More detail in December.

8t District Conference
December 1 — Genesee County
Botts-Fiorito Post #576

53 W. Main St., Leroy, NY 14482
Membership Mtg — Noon
Conference — 1 PM

SUBMISSIONS
For the November
“The Legion-Air"
Due November 22
thelegionair@gmail.com




2024 Oktoberfest
held 10/20 at the
George F. Lamm
Post #622.

See page 2 for a
detailed report
from Ted Balbierz.
Picture by Sue
Quirk.

The Milton J Brounshidle Post 205,
working together with the Park
Avenue Coat Company, have
donated the Gift of Warmth to both
the children of the Kenton Closet &
Veterans of Buffalo VA Medical
Center. Pictured, Post Commander
Bruce Pawlak, Cathy McLeod, Laura
Scott, Fran Roselli, Debbie Priano,
Dr Jill O’Malley, Bruce Mayfield.
Kneeling: Nick Scott & Ted Balbierz.

Friday November 1, Gierlach Post 1320 is hosting a meat raffle at the Elks Club 33 Legion Parkway in
Lancaster starting at 7pm. Tickets $10 advance $12 at the door. Call Fred at 716-894-3837 for tickets.

Saturday November 9, AJ Jurek Post #1672 Turkey & Ham Raffle, free admission and free snacks,
beer and pop. First spin is at 7 PM.

Sunday November 17, ALL YOU CAN EAT Pancake Breakfast at A. J. Jurek Post #1672, 655 New
Rd. Swormville, 14051. From 8 AM to 12:30 PM. Fresh, hot, buttermilk pancakes, "Egglands Best"
eggs, link & patty sausage, juice & coffee or tea. Adults $10, children under 12 $4, children > 5 free.

January 18, PCC Holiday dinner will be at ElIma Towne Grill at 1pm, order off the menu. Cost $15 per
person. RSVP deadline December 15th. Email or call me. goakes_jr@hotmail.com or 716-292-9970

Newell Faulkner Post #880, 2912 Legion Drive, Eden, NY 14057. Normal Hours: Tues., Wed., &
Thurs. 3to 9 PM, Fri. 11 am to 9 PM & Sat. 11:30 am to 9 PM. DINE - IN OR TAKE OUT, Tuesday
Taco Night, Wednesday 10 for $8.50 Wings special, dine in only, Thursday Steak Night, Friday Fish Fry
& Specials, Saturday Pizza & Wings and Sandwiches. www.post880.com

Matthew Glab Post #1477, 1965 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218, serving Wed and Friday 2-8
PM, Fish Fry's, Seafood, Burgers and weekly specials, Wednesday 75 cent wings, Taco's $4.00.

Francis J. Donovan Post #1626, Friday Fish Fry dinners will be 4-9 pm, with children’s menu, specials
and live Bands from 8-11pm. Dine in or take out available, call 716-896-3346.

Send in your articles for the Legion-Air to thelegionair@gmail.com by 11/22 for the December
2024 edition. PCC Jim Bojanowski Editor

Erie County Website — eriecountyal.org

Office Hours, M,W,F — 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM Phone: (716) 852-6500 Fax: (716) 852-4664
Veteran14202@verizon.net

Department of New York website - https://nylegion.net

National American Legion website - https://www.legion.org




