
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

September 2024 thelegionair@gmail.com 
(716) 852-6500 

Commander’s Message: Continued 
by the Erie County Fair All Star Band and the 
presentation of Service Flags by the Ismailia 
Honor Guard. Also, an OATH of Enlistment into 
various Branches of the Military was performed.  
This was followed by a Flag and Rose Ceremony, 
Rifle Salute, Taps, and the final Benediction. 
 

A Special ‘Thank You”! to Americanism Vice 
Commander Jerry Kowalski, Suzanne Quirk, and 
Tom Deinzer who camped at the Historical 
Building at our American Legion display thru the 
12 days of the Fair. (Cmdr. Paul was also there 
too!) Setup/Tear down, also included Ted 
Balbierz Joe Orzechowski and James 
Bojanowski.  AN AMAZING JOB!! 
 

On 8/17, the place to be at Stiglmeier Park, 
Cheektowaga, N.Y. for the PCC Annual Picnic 
Outing. To all Legion Family members who 
supported and attended this affair, “Thank You”! 
There was ample food and beverage, everyone 
had a good time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historian Suzanne Quirk at the Erie County 
Fair American Legion Booth organized by VC 
Jerry Kowalski. 
 
 
 

Commander’s Message: 
On 7/28, I and several officers and staff members 
attended the 8th District reorganization Meeting in 
Niagara County. The main purpose was to 
appoint Committee Chairpersons and Vice 
Chairpersons for various Committees. A Finance 
Meeting also occurred. A note of “Thank You”!! 
goes out for all those that participated. 
 

On 8/3, Joseph Porempski and I attended the 8th 
District membership meeting at the Botts Fiorito 
post #576 in Le Roy, N.Y. The event was well 
attended. One of the key notes of this meeting 
was to have posts to evaluate their post dues and 
operating expenditures to cover the five-dollar per 
capita increase imposed by National. 
 

On 8/7, I attended the William J. Donovan Purple 
Heart Recipients 2024 Book of Merit and Flag 
Raising Ceremony hosted by Erie County Clerk 
Micheal P. Kearns. I had the honor in helping to 
present the colors for the Ceremony. 
 

On 8/15, I attended the Vietnam Veterans 
Pinning Ceremony at Hilbert College hosted by 
Congress Representative Nicholas A. 
Langworthy along with many Vietnam Legion 
members. Presentation of colors was from the 
American Legion, the Sons of the American 
Legion, and a Scout Troop. Also, the Buffalo 
Firefighters Drum and Pipe Corps provided the 
National Anthem and other patriotic music. After 
the ceremony, I had an opportunity to chat with 
the Congressman about relevant issues. 
 

At the Erie County Fair, Sunday 8/11, Erie 
County Chaplain Fr. Michael Johnson celebrated 
a Mass at Noon, with the Knights of Columbus 
and members of the County Staff, Legion and 
Auxiliary in attendance. This was followed by an 
Erie County Fair Veterans Day Recognition 
Service with MC James Bojanowski PDVC Fr. 
Michael Johnson provided the Invocations, 
followed by the playing of the National Anthems 

The Legion-Air 
   Paul Wackowski Jim Bojanowski 
    Commander               Adjutant/Editor 
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Americanism – VC Jerry Kowalski  
I would like to relate an event that happened to 
me while I was at the Erie County Fair this year. 
   I was sitting at the American Legion Exhibit 
when a man came up to me and wanted to 
thank the American Legion for sending him to 
Boy’s State back in the early 90’s. He shook my 
hand and thanked me for changing his life. The 
Boy’s State program opened his eyes to what it 
means to be an American. He was 18 years old 
and had no idea what he was going to do when 
he graduated from High School. He joined the 
Navy and after his tour of duty, he got a job with 
the Dept. of the Navy in Annapolis, Maryland. 
He couldn’t be a happier person. “Boy’s State 
changed my Life “. He hopes that the American 
Legion continues the program, so that other 
men can have this opportunity. 
 

Special Activities – VC Howard Patton III 
The 2025 Calendars are in and I started 
distributing them to the Posts at the August 
County Meeting. Thanks to those who took 
them so far. Hopefully additional Posts can help 
out at the September Meeting. This is our major 
fundraising for the year to support our many 
American Legion programs.  
 

OKTOBERFEST – Ted Balbierz 
With the success of last year’s event, I am 
happy to announce that we will be hosting the 
Erie County American Legion Family 2024 
Oktoberfest to benefit Variety Club 2025 
Telethon. It will be held Sunday October 20th, 
from Noon to 5 pm at the George F Lamm Post 
622 Grove, 962 Wherle Dr, Williamsville, 14221.  
Thank all those Posts, Units, Squadrons & 
Riders for all your support of last year’s Legion 
Family Oktoberfest Variety Club fundraiser. 
Together we raised and presented a check 
totaling $6,000 at last year’s telethon. 
Erie County American Legion Auxiliary will be 
soliciting donations from all Legion Family 
organizations to support a Basket Raffle & Bake 
Sale during this event. Please reach out to 
President Cheri Hahn at 
chahn1380@verizon.net or Anne Baglio at 
ambaglio@verizon.net to RSVP any donations 
for the event. Event Posters and additional 
tickets will be available at September County 
meeting or by contacting me at 
tedb06@verizon.net or 716-534-6288. We are 
looking forward to your support of this very 
worthy cause supporting WNY’s Children and 
Youth. Together we can make a difference.  

Membership – VC Pat Murphy 
Erie County is in good shape. The convention 
was a success. I can report that as of the meeting 
all membership cards and current Post Officer 
guide manuals for the upcoming year have been 
giving to Erie County representatives. 
The Legion has started a new 3-year 
membership option that could save members if 
there are future dues increases like this last year 
of $5. All this information is on MYLEGION.COM 
 
Erie County Fair Veterans Day Sunday 8/11 
Thanks to all who attended this year’s Veterans 
Day at the Fair who received free admission and 
a $10 voucher. Mass at Noon at the Family 
Entertainment Complex was celebrated by Erie 
County Chaplain Rev. Michael Johnson. 
At the Veterans Memorial Service in the track 
infield the Guest speakers were WWII Veteran 
Dr. John Long and Medal of Honor Recipient 
David Bellavia. LCDR Cory Flament, The 
Commanding Officer of the Buffalo Military 
Entrance Processing Station conducted a 
Ceremonial Swear-in for all branches of service, 
Individuals participating are from all parts of 
Western NY. The MC was Jim Bojanowski. 
A US Flag Retirement Ceremony was held each 
evening and presented to a local Veteran. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MC PDVC Jim Bojanowski gives the Salute to 
Medal of Honor Recipient David Bellavia the 
principal speaker at the Erie County Fair 
Veterans Recognition Ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Regular County Meetings at 7 PM 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Erie County 
Committee will be held on Thursday 9/26 at 
Matthew Glab Post #1477 located at 1965 
Abbott Rd. Lackawanna, NY 14218. The Post 
will be serving Tacos for $10 per person, 
starting at 6 PM.  
 

Thanks go out to the 20 Posts that attended the 
August County Meeting, 64, 78, 205, 362, 430, 
431, 622, 799, 838, 900, 1041, 1131, 1320, 
1477, 1528, 1586, 1587, 1626, 1659, & 1672.  
Hopefully we can see representatives from all 
the 35 Posts in Erie County at the 9/26 
meeting. Please email the County Office with 
your suggestions on how to improve 
attendance if you currently are not attending.  
 

Future County Meetings;  
October 24, Iroquois #1587 
November 21, Gabriel A. Rodriguez #1928 
December 19, Francis J. Donovan #1626 
 
Department Leadership Visitation 2/14/25 -  
Ted Balbierz 
We are looking for a Post to host the dinner for 
the visitation on 2/14/25. Please contact me at 
534-6288 or at the September County Meeting 
if you are interested. Please indicate the total 
cost per person of providing the dinner for 
approximately 100 people. The County will 
handle the tickets and the program book 
through the Office.  
 
8th District Conference 
October 6 – Wyoming County 
Hugh Lynch Memorial Post #737 
550 W. Main St. Arcade, NY 14009 
Membership Mtg – Noon 
Conference – 1 PM 
 
 

 
 

Oratorical – Wayne Sorrentino 
Greetings, my job is to run the Oratorical Contest 
according to the Department’s guidelines within 
Erie County & to select our winner(s) from among 
the contestants in Erie County to advance to the 
District Competition. YOUR JOB is to HELP 
secure those contestants. I am contacting the 
(six) high schools in my Post’s area, and you 
need to do the same in your Post’s area. Erie 
County is too big and too proud to not have any 
students participate in this great American Legion 
Program.  The top contestant wins $25,000 at the 
National Competition in May 2025, not to mention 
the winnings along the way for County, District, 
Zone and Department competitions. 
The Erie County Oratorical Contest will be held at 
the Milton J Brounshidle Post in December 2024.  
I am currently working to secure the second 
Sunday for this competition. More info on the 
firmed-up competition date later. Thank you in 
advance to the Brounshidle Post for allowing us 
to run this competition at their Post home once 
again. I am also in need of Legionnaires and 
friends to assist me with running this contest.  
Please send me an email to   
wayne.sorrentino868@gmail.com with your 
interest and / or any questions about the various 
jobs, and we’ll put you to work to help these 
young people achieve their goal. It takes a group 
of people to accomplish this mission, the jobs are 
not complicated, but the rewards are many. I 
cannot complete this mission just by myself 
alone. Thank you and standing by for your 
replies………... 
 
Boys State – Thomas O’Connell 
Now is the time for each American Legion Post to 
decide how to interview the boys for Boys State. 
Now is the time to decide how many boys to 
send. Most importantly who is the Boys State 
Chairperson from your Post? Please send their 
name to Tom O'Connell post1041@aol.com with 
contact information.  
PLEASE DO NOT WAIT, TIME GOES BY VERY 
FAST! 
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Saturday September 14, Iroquois Post 1587, invites any/all Veteran Organization(s) to our annual 
Seneca Nation Fall Festival festivities.  
NOTE: Please RSVP by Friday 9/13 for headcount and parade honorarium opportunity. 
Try to arrive by 10:30am to avoid parade traffic closure delays (coffee, juice, water, and pastries). 
Registration and luncheon meal ticket sales $10 meatloaf. 50/50 Raffle Opportunity and Chinese 
Auction Raffle w/ Post Vietnam War Memorial Project Donation(s) 
11:15am Shuttle to Parade start point w/covered seating staging area (coffee, water, & pastries). 
Noon Veterans lead Parade to Post (bring flags and float opportunity option) 
At parade end, Veteran Memorial Wreath & Salute Ceremony, with meal service following. 
Luncheon Fellowship and Festival Touring Opportunity 
4:00 pm American Legion Baseball Exhibition with Jurek Post 1672 (Basil G. Williams Baseball Field) 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATED SUPPORT! 
 
Sunday September 15, ALL YOU CAN EAT Pancake Breakfast at A. J. Jurek Post #1672, 655 New 
Rd. Swormville, 14051. From 8 AM to 12:30 PM. Fresh, hot, buttermilk pancakes, "Egglands Best" 
eggs, link & patty sausage, juice & coffee or tea. Adults $10, children under 12 $4, children > 5 free.  
 
 

Sunday September 15, Matthew Glab Post is having a Steak and Rib Dinner from 2 to 8 PM. Tickets 
are $18. $10 tickets for Veterans. Buy early for limited sales, at the bar or call 716-825-3733. 
 
Thursday September 19, Niagara Frontier Post 1041, 533 Amherst St. Buffalo, will hold spaghetti 
dinner from 5 to 7 pm. All are invited.  
 
Saturday September 28, Crash Cadillac will be playing at the Matthew Glab Post 1477 at 6:30 PM to 
10:30 PM. Tickets are $12 which includes one (1) free drink. Bring your own snacks. Cash Bar. 
 
Saturday October 19, Orchard Park Post 567 will be holding a Meat Raffle. Tickets are $10 each. 
Tables of 8 can be purchased for $80. Raffle to be held at Wings Meeting Place 3964 California Rd. 
Orchard Park. For more information call the Post at 716-662-9780. 
 
South Buffalo Post #721, 136 Cazenovia, St., Buffalo. We thank everyone for their continued support 
during our summer cook outs.  In September, our Monday Night Dinners will resume with Meat Loaf on 
September 16th, Spaghetti on the 23rd and Roast Pork on the 30th.  Any questions please call the Post 
at 716-825-9557. 
 

Newell Faulkner Post #880, 2912 Legion Drive, Eden, NY 14057. Normal Hours: Tues., Wed., & 
Thurs. 3 to 9 PM, Fri. 11 am to 9 PM & Sat. 11:30 am to 9 PM. DINE - IN OR TAKE OUT, Tuesday 
Taco Night, Wednesday 10 for $8.50 Wings special, dine in only, Thursday Steak Night, Friday Fish Fry 
& Specials, Saturday Pizza & Wings and Sandwiches. www.post880.com  
 

Matthew Glab Post #1477, 1965 Abbott Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218, serving Wed and Friday 2-8 
PM, Fish Fry's, Seafood, Burgers and weekly specials, Wednesday 75 cent wings, Taco's $4.00. 
 

Francis J. Donovan Post #1626 is now the new home of Frank's Country Kitchen and Catering. 
Starting September 6, the new menu will include a child menu, and monthly specials. Friday Fish Fry 
dinners will be 4-9pm with live Bands from 8-11pm. Dine in or take out available,  call 716-896-3346. 
 

Send in your articles for the Legion-Air to thelegionair@gmail.com by 9/27 for the October 2024 
edition. PCC Jim Bojanowski Editor 
 
Erie County Website –  eriecountyal.org 
Office Hours, M,W,F – 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Veteran14202@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

     


